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1
SLIDING PLATFORM WITH DUAL BRAKING

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The pickup truck is the motor vehicle of choice when it
comes to moving items which must be loaded and transported
a short distance. More and more it is seen that vehicles are
equipped with sliding platforms that are permanently
installed in the cargo carrying space are called upon for ser-
vice of such freight.

It is not impossible that the vehicle in which the sliding
platform is installed will be called upon to work on a sloping
surface when it is desired to load or unload freight into or out
of'the vehicle. This causes the standard sliding platform to be
difficult to move and when released the platform moves with
such energy that in almost an instant it is in a “Runaway”
condition. It is to solve situations such as the one described
above that this invention was made.

The standard sliding platform is provided with several
“hard” stops (at least two) located at points along its travel.
These are points are set permanently by apertures in the
stationary mounted hardware where the sliding platform
essentially can lock into any of these apertures. When the
handle of the sliding platform member is actuated to release
the sliding platform, it is not known how much energy is
going to be released or absorbed by the sliding platform and
the freight it is carrying. It is left to the operator to “guess” the
amount of energy contained by such a maneuver.

When freight is to be loaded, the load must be lifted up until
it is placed on the sliding platform and the sliding platform is
moved to its “stored” position, locked in place, where the
freight may safely carried during periods when the motor
vehicle is powered to move the vehicle and the load on the
sliding platform.

When the load has reached its destination, it must be
unloaded using the sliding platform mounted in the cargo
carrying area of the vehicle. The operator generally searches
outa level area on which he parks the vehicle, and proceeds to
unload the freight. Often, there will be no level area available,
and the operator has no choice but to unload the freight in the
sloping area (although it may be most unsatisfactory). The
operator will generally summon all the help he can obtain to
unload the freight on the sliding platform. He instinctively
knows that he will need help to steady the sliding platform
and let down the freight gently from the extended sliding
platform in the area chosen.

If'there is no help available the operator has little choice but
to unload the freight the best way he knows how. And that may
involve damage to the freight or injury to the operator, both of
which cannot be tolerated by management.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is to prevent such situations as that described above that
this invention is directed. A brake is added to the sliding
platform so that it may be better controlled when the sliding
platform is released from its locked position. The brake is
chosen to be able to dissipate the amount of energy contained
by the sliding platform and the freight carried on it.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an elevational view of the vehicle on which the
device is mounted;

FIG. 2 is plan view of the vehicle on which the device of
applicant’s invention is mounted;
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2

FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view of the device show-
ing applicant’s invention;

FIG. 4 is a view of applicant’s brake (without any casing
being shown).

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

Referring now to FIG. 1 a pickup truck 10 is shown in
elevation having a rolling or sliding platform assembly 12
mounted thereon. The assembly 12 consists of a sliding plat-
form frame 14 having a flat top 16 (plywood) for transporting
items of freight on it.

FIG. 2 shows the same truck in plan view. Here the truck 10
is shown having device 12 (not shown) for rolling on the
stationary frame member 18. Stationary frame member is 18
mounted by any convenient means in the cargo carrying space
20 of truck 10. It matters not how the rolling or sliding
platform member 14 rolls on the stationary frame member 18,
as long as sliding platform member 14, is confined to rolling
onthe rails 26 and 28 (see FIG. 3) of the stationary member 18
in a predetermined manner.

FIG. 3 shows the sliding platform 12 in which parts of the
sliding platform 12 are “exploded” to better illustrate appli-
cant’s invention.

The stationary frame 18 is permanently mounted in the
cargo carrying space 20 of the vehicle 10 as previously stated.
Stationary frame member 18 has a plurality of cross supports
30, 32, 34 and 36 (added for strength) extending across the
structure 18. A brake beam 38 (in this instance) is formed
from a piece of angle iron and is attached to horizontally
extending cross supports 30, 32, 34 and 36 by welding or any
other suitable method of attaching. Wheels such as 41 and 42
are mounted on frame 18 as shown.

The sliding platform frame 14 is of an irregular shape to
accommodate the baking apparatus 60 and the handle 100 of
the tripping mechanism of this invention. The frame 14 also
accommodates cross pieces 50, 52, and 54 to add stability and
strength to the frame 14.

Braking device 60 is mounted on cross member 54. Brak-
ing device 60 is mounted on cross member 54 so that it is able
to “squeeze” the protruding part 40 of angle iron member 38
and to arrest any motion of the sliding member 14.

Reference is now made to FIG. 4. Here a handle 100 of
actuator rod 102 is completely shown. The actuator rod 102 is
shown here as a rod but other methods of actuation are pos-
sible. Actuator rod 102 terminates in aperture 104 in lever
106.

Another aperture 108 is provided in lever 106 for the
attachment of spring 110 thereto. The brake is automatically
applied when the lever bearing ramp 112 is moved in a clock-
wise direction by the application of force. Spring 110 is
designed to supply such force.

Lever 106 is provided with an aperture 122 to allow lever
106 to pivot about pivot 120. Pivot 120 is mounted on the
lower surface 124 of caliper 126 of brake mechanism 60.
Brake mechanism 60 consists of caliper 126 which houses the
pads 134 and 136 of the brake mechanism 60. Brake pad 134
is stationary while pad 136 is movable by movement of pin
138 which rests on ramp 112 of lever 106. Because brake pad
136 is movable it is provided with a steel backing plate 14
mounted there on.

Another pivot point 160 is provided in lever 106 and this
serves as an actuator to retract or engage pin 162 between the
stationary member 18 and the movable member 14 to prevent
or permit locking of the sliding member 14 to member 18.
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When it is desired to unlatch the sliding or rolling device 14
from the permanently mounted stationary frame member 18,
the handle 100 is grasped and pulled. This releases the pin 162
from its “locked” position and pivots lever 106 in the counter
clockwise direction so that ramp 112 moves to release pin 136
from its “squeeze” position to its “release” position. This
allows the sliding or rolling member 14 to move. When it is
wished to re-engage the action of the brake 60, all that is
required is that handle 100 be released so that spring 110
applies sufficient tension to lever 106 to re-apply brake 60.

Ifitis desired to align pin with an existing hole in stationary
frame member 18 the operator grasps handle 100 pulls it to
release brake 60 and moves the rolling or sliding frame mem-
ber 14 until the aperture in rolling member lines up with the
desired aperture in stationary member 18

Many modifications and other embodiments of the inven-
tion will come to mind of one skilled in the art, having the
benefit of the teachings presented in the foregoing description
and the associated drawings. Therefor, it is to be understood
that the invention is not to be limited to the specific embodi-
ments disclosed, and that the modifications and embodiments
are intended to be included within the scope of the dependent
claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A braking system for a pickup truck sliding platform
comprising:

a frame configured to be stationarily mounted within a

pickup truck bed;

a platform slidably coupled to the frame, the platform

including a brake beam;

a braking assembly mounted to the sliding platform, the

braking assembly including:

an upper flange and a lower flange, the brake beam is
between the upper flange and the lower flange;

an upper brake pad mounted to the upper flange;

a lower brake pad mounted to the lower flange, a pin
extends from the lower brake pad through the lower
flange;

a lever rotatably mounted to the lower flange, the lever
rotatable from a start position in a first direction and a
second direction opposite to the first direction, the
lever including a ramped portion configured to con-
tact the pin of the lower brake pad; and

a handle connected to the lever to rotate the lever in the
first direction;

wherein:

moving the handle rotates the lever in the first direction
such that the pin slides down the ramped surface to
cause the lower brake pad to move away from the
upper brake pad and disengage the brake beam to
permit the sliding platform to slide relative to the
frame; and

movement of the lever in the second direction slides the
pin up the ramped surface to move the lower brake pad
towards the upper brake pad and into engagement
with the brake beam to prevent the sliding platform
from moving relative to the frame.

2. The braking system of claim 1, further comprising a
spring biased to maintain the lever in the start position, and
rotate the lever in the second direction opposite to the first
direction after the lever has been rotated in the first direction.

3. The braking system of claim 1, further comprising an
actuation arm extending from the lever towards the frame and
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including a pin configured to be received by the frame to
restrict movement of the platform relative to the frame;
wherein rotation of the lever in the first direction decouples
the pin from cooperation with the frame, and rotation of
the lever in the second direction moves the pin towards
the frame.

4. A braking system for a pickup truck sliding platform
comprising:

a frame configured to be stationarily mounted within a

pickup truck bed, the frame including:

apair of spaced apart side rails extending parallel to each
other; and

a brake beam extending parallel to the pair of side rails;

a sliding platform with a flat top panel rigidly secured

thereto, the sliding platform including:

side walls configured to slidably cooperate with the pair
of spaced apart side rails of the frame; and

a crossbeam extending between the side walls;

a braking assembly mounted to the crossbeam of the slid-

ing platform, the braking assembly including:

a caliper having an upper flange and a lower flange, the
caliper arranged such that the brake beam is between
the upper flange and the lower flange;

a stationary brake pad mounted to the upper flange;

a movable brake pad mounted to the lower flange, a pin
extends from the movable brake pad through the
lower flange;

a lever rotatably mounted to the lower flange, the lever
rotatable in a first direction and a second direction
opposite to the first direction, the lever including a
ramped portion configured to contact the pin of the
movable brake pad;

a handle connected to the lever to rotate the lever;

wherein moving the handle rotates the lever in a first direc-

tion such that the pin slides down the ramped surface to
cause the movable brake pad to move away from the
stationary brake pad and disengage the brake beam to
permit the sliding platform to slide relative to the frame;
and

wherein movement of the lever in a second direction oppo-

site to the first direction slides the pin up the ramped
surface to move the movable brake pad towards the
stationary brake pad and into engagement with the brake
beam to prevent the sliding platform from moving rela-
tive to the frame.

5. The braking system of claim 4, wherein moving the
handle includes pulling the handle.

6. The braking system of claim 4, further comprising a
spring configured to move the lever in the second direction.

7. The braking system of claim 4, wherein the lever rotates
in a plane extending substantially parallel to each of the upper
flange and the lower flange.

8. The braking system of claim 4, further comprising an
actuation arm extending from the lever towards the frame and
including a pin configured to be received by the frame to
restrict movement of the platform relative to the frame;

wherein rotation of the lever in the first direction decouples

the pin from cooperation with the frame, and rotation of
the lever in the second direction moves the pin towards
the frame.



